
The new term bandied around over the last 12 months or so has been 
Article 164.

But what is Article 164? What does it mean for trade? Most importantly, 
what does it mean for exporters?

In short, Article 164 is an initiative implemented at the level of CARICOM with a particular 
focus on the development of industries within the Less Developed Countries (LDCs). This 
is achieved through tariff protection on predetermined products among other support 
measures for a predetermined timeframe, thereby enhancing the competitiveness of LDC’s 
in the production of these products. In other words, a similar product emanating from an 
LDC vs More Developed Countries (MDC) will attract a lesser rate of applied tariff at the 
border, resulting in a product that is more competitive, while simultaneously building the 
capacity of the LDC’s industry.

ARTICLE 164



The implementation of Article 164 is expected to bolster and see an increase in trade 
originating from the LDCs. It is also expected that due to the implementation of Article 164, 
apart from the development of the LDC’s industries, the quality of products would increase to 
meet and even surpass the minimum acceptable standards in instances where the products 
are not at the required standards. It (Article 164) also provides the opportunity to decrease 
the import bill of, in the 1st instance, the exporting country and secondly the region while 
also providing support for the regional economy and integration. The implementation of 
this regime also opens up opportunities for investment in the manufacturing sector as 
businessmen/entrepreneurs capitalize on the opportunities therein.

Under CARICOM members normally benefit from a 0% duty on wholly produced goods. 
However, the implementation of Article 164 allows for the temporary suspension (up to 10 
years) of this benefit on the goods listed below. It also applies approved rates of duty on 
similarly classified goods imported from MDC’s of CARICOM or outside the region. These 
measures are intended as a safety net for budding and critical industries within the LDCs. 
Moreover, manufacturers and exporters will now have access to greater economies of 
scale, especially within the region and not be disadvantaged by “cheaper” products from 
MDCs or extra-regionally. It also provides an avenue for innovation as companies invest in 
research and development as more revenue and opportunities are generated.

Article 164 covers 15 product groups across 36 tariff lines.

Description of Items Tariff Classification # of Years

Curry Powder 0910.99.30 5

Wheat or Meslin flour 1101.00.90 10

Pasta (not including 1902.40 Couscous  
and 1902.11 pasta cooked with eggs) Ex. 1902 5

Aerated Waters 2201.10.20 10

Ordinary Natural Waters 2201.90 10

Aerated Beverages 2202.10.10 10

Other Waters 2202.10.90 10

Malt 2202.91.40 10



Beer 2203.00.10 10

Stout 2203.00.20 10

Prepared Poultry feed 2309.90.30 10

Prepared complete cattle feed 2309.90.40 10

Prepared complete pig feed 2309.90.50 10

Other prepared complete animal feed 2309.90.60 10

Other 2309.90.90 10

Oxygen 2804.40.00 10

Carbon Dioxide 2811.21.00 10

Acetylene 2901.29.20 10

Paint and varnishes (including  
enamels and lacquers) Ex. 3209 10

Candles of paraffin wax 3406.00 10

Solar water heaters 8419.19 10

Chairs and other seats, with  
wooden frames 9401.60.00 10

Upholstered 9401.61.00 10

Other 9401.69.00 10

Wooden furniture of a kind  
used in offices 9403.30.00 10

Wooden furniture of a kind used  
in the kitchen 9403.40.00 10

Wooden furniture of a kind used in the 
bedroom 9403.50.00 10

Other furniture of wood and uphol-
stered fabric 9403.60.00 10
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